Claims 

•a / 

t— 1 . A method of displaying data, comprising: / 

2 a) storing a first data set; / 

3 b) receiving a request to display a second data set; / 

4 c) receiving the second data set; and / 

5 d) transmitting the first data set during a delay period between receiving the 

6 request and receiving the second data set. / 

1 2. The method of claim 1, wherein step a) comprises storing the first data set in a 

2 buffer of a digital set top box. / 

1 3. The method of claim 1, wherein step b) comprises receiving a signal from a 

2 television remote control device tc/switch channels, the signal corresponding to the 

3 request to display the second data set, wherein the second data set corresponds to a 

4 program associated with th/switched channel. 

1 4. The method/of claim 1, further comprising the step of selecting the first data set 

2 from a plurality m first data sets received over a network in accordance with profile 

3 information. / 

1 5. The method of claim 4, further comprising the step of storing one of the plurality 

2 of first data sets in a buffer of a digital set top box and storing another first data set in a 
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memory of the digital set top box, wherein the first data set in the memory of the digipl 
set top box replaces the first data set in the buffer of the digital set top box once th^ first 
data set in the buffer is transmitted to a display device. 



6. The method of claim 1, further comprising the step of displaying the first data set 
on a display device substantially upon receipt of the request for th©4econd data set and 
terminating the display of the first data set upon initiating display of the second data set. 

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the first data y£\ comprises data associated with 
the second data set. 

8. The method of claim 1, wherein thoTirst data set comprises advertising data 
selected in accordance with a user profile. 

9. The method of claim 1/rurther comprising the steps of: 

e) receiving an injeractive request for additional data in response to the 
transmitted iirst data set; and 

f) transmitting the additional data to a display device. 



10. The method of claim 9, further comprising the steps of: 

transmitting the interactive request to a data source, the data source having access 
to the additional data; and 

deceiving the additional data from the data source. 
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1 11. The method of claim 9, further comprising the step of obtaining the additi^mal 

2 data from a local memory. 



1 12. The method of claim 1, further comprising the steps of receiving a transaction 

2 request associated with the first data set and transmitting the tran^tion request to a 

3 transaction provider. 



1 3 . The method of claim 1 , further comprising the' steps of: 
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a) receiving a transaction request for actional data associated with the first data 
set; and 

b) displaying the additional dat^on a display device, wherein display of the 
second data set on the display device is suspended until a resume signal is 
received. 

14. A system for dismaying data, comprising: 

a) a buffer £6r storing a first data set; 

b) an input element for receiving a request for a second data set; 

c) a network interface for receiving the second data set; 

d) k display interface coupled to the buffer and to a display device for 
transmitting data from the buffer to the display device; 

e) memory storing an executable code; and 
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f) a processor for executing the executable code in response to the request 
received by the input element, the executable code instructing the^iisplay 
interface to transmit the first data set in the buffer to the display device during 
a delay period between receiving the request and receiving the second data set. 

15. The system of claim 14, wherein the first data set stored in the buffer corresponds 
to a viewer of the display device. / 

16. The system of claim 14, wherein the network interface transmits the request for 
the second data set to a remote data source/ 

17. The system of claim 14, wherein the request for the second data set corresponds to 
a signal received from a television remote control device to switch channels, and wherein 
the second data set corresponds to a program associated with the switched channel. 

18. The systern of claim 14, wherein the network interface receives a plurality of first 
data sets and the executable code stores one of the plurality of first data sets in the buffer 
and another of the first data sets in the memory, wherein the executable code replaces the 
first dam set in the buffer with the first data set in the memory once the first data set in the 
buffer is transmitted to the display device. 
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19. The system of claim 14, wherein the display interface displays the first data set on 
the display device substantially upon receipt of the second data set and terminate^fhe ^ 
display of the first data set upon initiating display of the second data set. / 

20. The system of claim 14, wherein the first data set cqrj*j5nses data associated with 
the second data set. 

21. The system of claim 14, whpr&n the first data set comprises advertising data 
selected in accordance with ^viewer profile. 

22. The system of claim 14, wherein the input element receives a transaction request 
for additional data associated with the transmitted first data set and the display interface 
displays the additional data on the display device until the input element receives a 
resume signal. 



20 



